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Guest Editorial 

Notes from a Gardening Novice  
 

People have been creating and nurturing gardens 
for centuries, in the beginning for food 
production and survival to todaysô latest search 
for wellbeing and mindfulness. But right from 
the start, people will have experienced the 
reward of eating food theyôve grown and the joy  
that flowers bring.  

My gardening journey started in our last 
home, an Edwardian semi with a south facing 
allotment style garden, dotted with yew and 
holly trees. Set on a hillside it was 100 yards 
long, rose beds at the top, fruit trees in the 
middle and raised vegetable beds at the bottom. 
Privet hedges bordered both sides and trimming 
those were a joy often leaving me unable to lift 
my arms. 

One of our first jobs was to save a splendid 
yew tree, planted when the house was built.  We 
couldnôt bear to cut it down so we set about 
digging around the root ball and man-handling it 
down the steep garden where it was replanted 
with plenty of local farm manure and a watering 
pipe.  Diligent care meant that, after 27 years, 
the yew had not only survived but thrived much 
to the delight of the resident blackbirds and 
thrushes.  

That garden was a wonderful space but 
presented to me at a time when work came first 
and my uneducated weekend efforts lead to a 
garden that slowly got away from me. Enter 
Peter, a fantastic organic gardener who had been 
trained in the formal parks and gardens of 
Bradford District. His knowledge and 
experience meant that with just a few hours a 
week the garden came back to life with highly 
productive well pruned apple trees, shrub beds 
and a cowslip lawn.  He was happy to share his 
expertise, enabling me to see gardening as a joy 
and not a chore. 

The garden provided berry laden holly for 
Christmas, often gifted to dress the local church 
and lavender and lilac for fragrance. I would say 
that we had a regular abundance of apples, but 
in the last few years we noticed that the crop, 
including my favourite Russets, would 
disappear overnight. We put it down to cheeky 
school kids out scrumping but an early morning 
glimpse of roe deer rump proved them innocent. 
Despite being less hands on, this garden gave 
me immense pleasure, my urban safe place. 
Picking fruit, sitting out on a late summer 

evening or sipping morning coffee while 
looking out over the magnolia blooms and 
across to Howarth Moor. When we finally 
moved, it was ironic that we were leaving a 
pretty much perfect gardeners garden and taking 
on a wind-swept, high altitude small plot, built 
on the remains on an old farmyard and barns.  

The next stage of my gardening journey was a 
little delayed, the new house needed a lot of 
work and the focus was on lath and plaster not 
lawns. After a couple of years, we looked to the 
bottom plot, last used for bonfires and keeping 
chickens. I wanted to try to grow some 
vegetables so we set to, clearing the high conifer 
hedge, digging, rotavating and ómuckingô raised 
beds and spending days hand picking out the 
many, many stones and pebbles; they still 
surface!  Much design and planning went into 
building the all-important rabbit fences, worth it 
as weôve lost little to the furry menace.  We 
planted robust óBritishô vegetables - potatoes, 
carrots, parsnip, peas and broad beans thinking 
that surely, we couldnôt fail with those. Well, 
the first couple of crops were great but weôve 
given up on parsnips and carrots, just canôt seem 
to get them to thrive (any suggestions gratefully 
received). However the buzz and pleasure in 
harvesting those first peas, weeding on a 
summerôs afternoon and the evening watering-
up is the same every year.  

Building on the health benefits of gardening, 
and its óplantyô rewards, we decided to branch 
out. Not quite market garden but compact and 
bijou. A small green house was purchased, a 
design chosen less for its growing capabilities 
and more for its ability to withstand gale force 
winds (weôve only lost one pane so far, blown 
out!). I wonôt forget the taste of those first 
Gardeners Delight tomatoes and more recently 
the basil. Last yearôs successful harvesting of 
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mini cucumbers (after a shaky start) will go 
down as a lesson in home grown is best, they 
actually taste of, well, cucumber, but best of all 
is the pleasure of eating produce straight from 
the plant. Wash it, yes, but no processing, 
wrapping in plastic, packing, transporting, or 
storing. And no air miles, just a few calories 
burnt negotiating the vegetable plot steps. 

After a few years practise I was persuaded 
(you know who you are) to enter the Askrigg 
Produce Show. Carefully selecting the classes 
based on the likelihood of at least having 
something to enter I submitted peas, broad 
beans, shallots and sweet peas (another 
favourite) to the judgesô scrutiny.  I may not be 
a regular winner but you canôt beat the 
excitement of entering the village hall and 
checking for the little prize cards ï red a first, 
blue a second and yellow a third. As the 
vegetable plot expanded to include black currant 
and gooseberry Iôve been the proud creator of 
prize winning jam, whoôd have thought that? 
For a domestic goddess I am not. I can highly 
recommend joining in the friendly competition, 
get growing and you never know one of the 
highly sought after prize cards could be yours. 

This year my gardening journey has reached a 
cross-roads, do I push on up and take the 
challenge of cauliflower and asparagus, or do I 
choose a simpler path of enjoying what I have 
now?  I think the latter.  The garden today 
exercises the body and calms the soul, it 
provides the tastes I love and the colours that 
make me smile. Oh, and stopping Bob the new 
dog digging up everything thatôs not nailed 
down is more than enough of a challenge for 
me.   

Julia Newiss 

 
 
 
 

Eunice the Ewe 
Last  month  I  was  hiding  on  the Penhill 
Benefice Quilt on page 31 and the lucky 
winner of the Ã10 prize is Graham Thompson 
of West Burton. 

Where am I this month? To enter for the Ã10 
prize, please include your postal address if 
replying by email. 

The accuracy, appropriateness or legitimacy 
of any product or service advertised in this 
publication is the sole responsibility of the 
advertiser and not of the Upper 
Wensleydale Newsletter. 

   In This Issue            Page 
 

Guest Editorial           2 
Hawes School News                      3 
Competition            4 
Thorney Mire Notes           7 
Story Writing Competition                8 
Penhill Benefice Services         11 
BAWB Federation News         15 
Mystery Picture          16 
Whatôs Ons           20 
DCM News           22 
Voices from the Dales                            27 
Askrigg House Opening         29 
Upper Wensleydale Benefice Services  30 
Hawes Pantomime Review         36 

Submission of  articles 

 

Please note that all submissions should comply   
with current copyright legislation. If submitted 
articles are not the original work of the person 
submitting them, then all relevant permission 
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DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE IS  

 

TUESDAY MARCH 21st 
 

PUBLISHED ON MARCH 30th 
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 March Competition 
 

How is your local geography knowledge?  Here 
are the names of a couple of villages in each of  
Weardale, Teesdale, Swaledale, Uredale, 
Wharfedale, Nidderdale, and Airdale (but not in 
that order!!) 

1.   Famous old laurel, expect 

2.   Boiler OK? 

3.   Shoo flute! 

4.   Almost President Reaganôs church  

5.   Crazy guy! 

6.   He was so confused 

7.   Lakeland water not so hot 

8.   Donôt throw stones in here 

9.   Bovine high ground 

10. Found on a grave? 

11. Sets fire to the lot 

12. Bed, the female, 14 pounds 

13. Prickle, weight, which woman? 

14. Emmerdaleôs real home  

 Please send in your answers to arrive by 
Tuesday, March 21st.  

 Donôt forget to include details of your 
nominated charity which will receive the Ã20 
prize should you win. 

 

Easter Exhibition by West Burton Art 
Group 

 

Saturday, April 8th and Sunday, April 9th. 
10.00am to 4.00pm. 

This talented group of artists from the Dales 
produces some amazing art-work. All members 
of the group are amateurs but the quality of their 
work in watercolour, oils and acrylics is well 
worth seeing, 

The group meets every Wednesday in West 
Burton Village Hall DL8 4JL where they 
exhibit. You are cordially invited  to visit this 
exhibition and to take home an original artwork 
at a bargain price. 

Entrance is free but donations are welcome 
and proceeds go to the Herriot Hospice. 
Refreshments will be provided. 

February Competition Answers 
 

Herbs and Spices 

1. Sage 

2. Parsley 

3. Mint 

4. Saffron 

5. Tarragon 

6. Chives 

7. Ginger 

8. Vanilla 

9. Coriander 

10. Cumin 

11. Rosemary 

12. Basil 

13. Thyme 

14. Oregano 

15. Turmeric 

16. Tamarind 

17. Mace 

18. Nutmeg 

19. Marjoram 

20. Chervil 

There were a few entries this month and the 
winner chosen at random was Amie Pye of 
Hawes whose nominated charity to receive Ã20 
is Yorkshire Air Ambulance. 
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The children in Dalesplay have been learning all 
about their feelings. We explored what each 
feeling is like and how we react, we learnt that 
it is ok to have these different feelings and 
learnt how we can understand them better and 
control them.  

We have loved reading óThe Colour Monsterô 
story and we had a trip out to the library where 
we learnt how to borrow books using the 
machine. Our half term holiday club enjoyed 
baking, crafting and making new friends. We 
managed to get outdoors using the gym 
equipment and we went on a bug hunt to see 
how we can help care for different animals.  

Pancake day transformed into pancake week, 
we learnt how to flip a pancake, make pancakes, 
count pancakes, sort them out in order by size 
and most importantly eat them! We are looking 
forward to dressing up for World Book Day and 
we plan to share our favourite stories together.   

 Drop-off points and contacts 
 

For news, articles, reports, letters, Whatôs On 
dates, competition entries, suggestions and  
comments:- All 01969 numbers. 
 
 Hawes:            Community Office       667400 
 Bainbridge:  Sylvia Crookes,   
  3, Bainside     650525 
 Askrigg: Sykes Shop,     650535 
 Carperby:         Anthony Abraham 
  Hall Garth     663243 
 West Burton:    Nadine Bell,  
  Margarets Cottage    663559 
 Aysgarth: Hamiltonôs Tearoom        663423 
 Redmire: Kevin Davis     624165 
  Westholme    
 Thoralby: Neil Piper        663747 
 West Witton Christine Barker, 
  Chestnut Garth        624934

 
 
 
 
 

WOODCRAFT STUDIO & 
TIMBER SERVICES  

formally Gayle Mill Trust 
 

Gates, posts and fencing to suit all your needs. 
Timber sales of larch and local hardwoods cut 

and delivered for your own project.  
Mobile sawmill to cut your own trees into 

planks or beams.   
Seasoned firewood delivered in dumpy bags 
and trailer loads throughout the dales. 

 

Ring 01969 667320 or 07967 844636 
for further details 

WŀƳŜǎ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ {h[L5 C¦9[ 
a9w/I!b¢ .ŀƛƴōǊƛŘƎŜ 

DƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ   
{ƳƻƪŜƭŜǎǎ CǳŜƭΣ IƻǳǎŜ /ƻŀƭΣ [ƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ {ǝŎƪǎ ŀƭƭ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 
5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ²ŜƴǎƭŜȅŘŀƭŜΣ {ǿŀƭŜŘŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

/ƻǾŜǊŘŀƭŜΦ bƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭΦ 
 

WŀƳŜǎ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ twL±!¢9 ILw9 
 .ŀƛƴōǊƛŘƎŜ 

п-у ǎŜŀǘǎΣ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǊǳƴǎΣ ǇǳōǎΣ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
ƻǊ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΣ ƭǳƎƎŀƎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΧΧ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмфсф срлнмн κ срлпср 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƧŀƳŜǎ-ǇŜŀŎƻŎƪϪōǘŎƻƴƴŜŎǘΦŎƻƳ 
    ²ŜōΥ ǿǿǿΦƧŀƳŜǎ-ǇŜŀŎƻŎƪΦŎƻΦǳƪ  

WENSLEYDALE TREE and 
 HORTICULTURAL SERVICES (Est. 1995) 

DAVID ALLEN ( HND Arboriculture) 
CHARLIE ALLEN ( BSc Arboriculture) 

Fully insured (Ã5million) professional tree work: 
felling, crown thinning etc.   

Petrol log splitter and woodchipper for hire.  
Tree stump removal.  

Hedge establishment and maintenance. 
 Supply/ planting of forest/ ornamental trees. 
Fruit tree maintenance. Weed control services. 

 treesinhawes@gmail.com 
01969 667364 or 07811 576108 

 

mailto:james-peacock@btconnect.com
http://www.james-peacock.co.uk
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Blueboxt - March Update 
 

Musical Cultures ï FREE workshops and 
concerts 

Our final world music workshop takes place on 
Sunday, March 12th, 10.00am ï 5.00pm at 
Thoralby Village Hall (DL8 3SU). Bhangra 
Dance and Drums with Hardeep Sahota and 
Sunil Kaylan promises to be another exciting and 
informative day finding out about different 
musical cultures and styles while making-music 
together.  

Sessions are FREE to attend for ages 11-19yrs. 
We are happy to consider other ages too, please 
get in touch. PLEASE register your place as we 
only have a limited number of spaces available. 

Each workshop will finish with an informal 
sharing performance at 4.30pm when our guest 
music leaders and participants will present what 
they have created during the day. All welcome, 
pay as you feel donations appreciated. 
Refreshments will also be available.  

These sessions are supported by NYMAZ and 
Youth Music, using public funding from the 
National Lottery through Arts Council England. 

Thinking of a career in music?  Interested in 
how to produce and release your own music or 
artwork?  Wondering what other óoffstageô 
opportunities exist in the Creative Industries? 

We are delighted to have teamed up with David 
Owen from Flash Company Arts. There are three 
more drop-in sessions taking place on Zoom and 
in-person which will cover industry insights, 
song writing, productions skills, distribution and 
promotion, health and wellbeing, touring and 
performing, as well as exploring the many 
supporting roles which help artists create 
amazing events and releases. Wednesday, 
March 1st and 15th, 6.30pm-8.30pm [Zoom] 
and Sunday,  March 19th, 2.00pm-5.00pm at 
Thoralby Village Hall (DL8 3SU). Register to 
secure your place today!  

Want to play in a band? Our regular Play, 
Record, Perform sessions take place on Fridays 
6.30pm ï 9.30pm and Sundays 2.00pm ï 
5.00pm. Contact us to find out more. 

Make Music Day 2023 ï full details will be 
shared next month. We would like to hear from 
creative and performing arts groups and 
organisations who would like to take part in our 
celebrations at St. Matthews Church and The 
Methodist Church Hall, Leyburn. The 
programme of activities and events for all ages 
will run from Wednesday 21st to Sunday, June 
25th.  

To book your FREE place or find out more 
information contact Colin Bailey on 07711 
211169, email info@blueboxt.co.uk or book 
online at www.blueboxt.co.uk . 

 
 

 
 

All aspects of Web site design. 
Visit:   www.daleswebsolutions.co.uk 
Email:   info@daleswebsolutions.co.uk 
Tel:   01969 666174  or  07931 822736 

Hamiltonõs Tea Room 
At Yoredale House,  

A ysgarth  
Licensed Tea Room  
HOMEMADE FOOD ,  

Light Lunches, Clotted Cream Teas  
Open Feb -Nov, 10.30am ð 4.30pm  

Closed  Mondays & Tuesdays    
Tel: 01969  663423   

info@yoredalehouse.co.uk  

http://www.daleswebsolutions.co.uk

